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Vacation To Do List (Pet-Related)
A week or earlier before leaving 

· Stock up on pet supplies. Have enough food, medication, and treats to last the entire time you’re away. You might want to have a little extra on-hand in case your return is delayed and so that you won’t have to run to the store as soon as you get home.
· Take a photo of your pet or talk with me about taking a photo for you. Photographs make a difference in being reunited with your pets in an emergency.
· Each pet should have sturdy collars with current identification tags.

· If you’ll be gone for more than a few days, arrange for someone to shovel snow, mow the lawn, and water your garden.

A few days before leaving
· If neighbors are keeping an eye on your property while you are away, notify them that a sitter will be making visits to your home. Feel free to give them my name and contact information, in case they feel the need to alert me of any unusual happenings concerning your pets.
· If applicable, authorize my access to your home with any applicable security companies.
· Have your indoor lights on timers for evening hours. I appreciate this because some of my visits may happen in darker morning and evening hours. I don’t like walking into dark, unfamiliar houses. This is particularly helpful for the outside entry area, since I am not as familiar with your lock as you are. Putting lights on timers also provides an additional deterrent to thieves, working in conjunction with me alternating the blinds, bringing in your mail, newspapers and trashcans while you are away. 

· Starting at least a few days before you leave, wear an old t-shirt or a ratty old pair of sneakers around the house get them as smelly as possible and to make sure your scent is well-embedded in them. If you can stand to go without deodorant for a few hours all the better. Then slip them into a Ziploc bag and leave them for me to put out a day or two after you leave town. I will place these in their favorite napping places or in other favorite nooks and corners where they might sleep. This reinforces your scent to your pets and comforts them because they sense that you are near.

· Place carriers in an obvious location for me. In emergency situations, every precious second counts!

· Put away valuable outdoor and indoor items so that they are not visible from the exterior of your house.

· Pet proof your home. Close off all areas that are off-limits to the pets and remove any articles that you don’t want them to touch. Securely hide away toxic cleaning products. Taking this safety measure only takes a few minutes yet leads to greater peace of mind when you’re away. 
As you’re walking out the door:

· Do a head count. Make sure all pets are accounted for. You wouldn’t want to accidentally lock someone in a closet while packing. (Yeah, I’ve actually seen this happen a few times.)
· Take my number with you so you can call if your return is delayed.
· Some people like to leave TVs or radios on while they are away. This is an excellent crime deterrent in addition to providing companionship for your pets.
· Make sure doors and windows are securely locked before leaving. This should include garage doors, sliding glass doors and basement doors and windows. If outside doors have panes of glass near a push-button lock, consider installing a dead bolt lock as well.
· Make sure your litter pans are cleaned and full of new litter right before you leave town. 

· I’ll assume that any sponges, dish cloths, & towels left at the kitchen sink can be used for pet supplies. Let me know if this is not the case.
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